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International Arrivals at California and US Ports of Entry (March 2008) – March 2008 arrivals at California 
ports of entry from all overseas markets were up 5.7 percent from March 2007. Japan dipped again, by 6 
percent, after a positive February showing.  China, Hong Kong, and Germany gains were especially strong, 
while arrivals from Taiwan were down 7.5 percent from last year. Arrivals do not necessarily reflect actual 

visitation.  Link to report at visitcalifornia.com. 

 

 

Source: OTTI, CIC Research Inc,, CTTC Research, June 2008 

 
 

Travel and Tourism Research Association – We are pleased to be able to share with Bulletin subscribers 
two excellent presentations given at the June 15-17, 2008 TTRA Annual Conference. 
 

Impact of Gas Prices on Travel by Nandini Nadkarni, VP, Operations at D.K. Shifflet & Associates, Ltd.  
         What people say they will do and what they actually do is not always the same. 
         Some consumers are being impacted by decreases in disposable income due to increased energy 

costs. 
         Expect to see more trade-offs in the vacation expense mix rather than vacation suspensions. 
         Stay length and/or trade down in hotel segments may be influenced by rising gas prices combined 

with increases in other household expenses. 
         Gas prices may create trade-out from the economy lodging segment – e.g. low income households. 
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http://www.visitcalifornia.com/AM/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm?ContentFileID=3173&MicrositeID=0&FusePreview=Yes
http://www.magnetmail.net/images/clients/DKSA/attach/Gas_Prices_Impact_on_Travel.pdf


 The U.S. Economy and Its Ramifications on Tourism by James F. Petrick, Ph.D., Texas A&M, cites 
numerous reports to try to sum up national travel sentiment and patterns: 

        Trip modification has begun – shorter and closer to home (still traveling) 
        TIA’s travel price index is up 7.5% from last year 
        Memorial Day driving down .9% 
        16% will take fewer trips in ’08 
        RV sales (predicted) 14% decline in ’08 
        Summer vacations are predicted to be down 7% 
        AAA predicts only a 1 to 1.5% decline in travel this summer. 
        49% expect to spend less $ this summer 
        52% will spend more vacation time at home 
        Air travel ($ + hassles); down 2.1% in March 

 

 
 

California Hotel Occupancy and Room Rates (May 2008) – California hotel occupancy in May was down 
2.1 percent from last year; however, with rates up 2.9 percent, room revenues were up 2.5 percent statewide. 
Monterey/Salinas, San Francisco/San Mateo and San Diego led the state in ADR, at $169.54, $153.11 and 
$145.40. Central valley areas and California Rural North are bearing the brunt of occupancy and Rev 
PAR declines. Link to report at visitcalifornia.com. 
 

 
 

Source: Smith Travel Research, CA Lodging Industry Performance, June 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May

2006/07 69.2 74.0 77.3 76.5 72.0 71.4 64.6 69.5 58.8 68.5 71.6 69.7 69.4

2007/08 69.6 75.3 76.5 77.3 70.3 71.9 65.1 69.3 58.1 66.5 69.0 68.1 68.0

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

O
c
c
u

p
a

n
c
y
 (
%

)

California Lodging Trends
Thru May 2008

http://www.visitcalifornia.com/AM/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm?ContentFileID=3182&MicrositeID=0&FusePreview=Yes
http://www.visitcalifornia.com/AM/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm?ContentFileID=3172&MicrositeID=0&FusePreview=Yes
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This Bulletin was sent to you at your request. If you no longer wish to subscribe, 
reply: Cancel or Unsubscribe. 
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